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house of the LORD — Psa/m 122:1
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And Pray For One Another — James 5:16

Please keep in your prayers those who are having physical troubles and those who are
traveling. Also pray for the brethren that are shut-in:

Remember in your prayers:

The Prayer Offered In Faith Will Restore
The One Who Is sick - James 5:15

Northside Proclaimer

“What We Have... Heard We Proclaim To You...”
1John 1:3

Welcome to the Northside church of Christ

Cursing And The Civil War
Larry Ray Hafley

Filthy language is a breathed form of ear pollution. Worse, it is a symbol of
the heart’s corruption (Matt. 15:18, 19). Cursing has been a taint of the
tongue through the ages (2 Sam. 16:5-7). It fouls the air, stains the soul, and
mars the mind. It is invasive and pervasive. Rotting meat, manure, lice, and
flies go together as do bitter, perverse hearts and coarse, crude cursing.

During the American civil war, "A number of leaders on both sides tried to
do something about the language in the ranks, (but)....It was a pointless
attempt. 'Oaths, blasphemies, imprecations, obscenity, are hourly heard
ringing in your ears until your mind is almost filled with them,” a Mississippi
recruit complained, and a fellow Confederate chaplain lamented that in
camp he "heard more cursing and swearing in twenty-four hours than in all
my life before" (Davis, The Civil War, 440).

Where cursing and swearing are accepted as part of the cultural fabric,
purity and modesty are sure to be subject to ridicule. Filthy mouths will not
praise pure minds. When a nation’s language is depraved, its values will not
be centered in virtue. Do you deem this judgment too harsh and severe?
Perhaps the state of our country’s conversation makes our conclusions
fearful in their consequences. They ought to do so, for they are not our
views. We borrowed them from one who said, "Ye offspring of vipers, how
can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth speaketh. The good man out of his good treasure bringeth forth
good things: and the evil man out of his evil treasure bringeth forth evil
things. And | say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they
shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned" (Matt. 12:34-
37).
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How can | apply this lesson to my life? How can | apply this lesson to my life?




